
On Monday 23 November 2020, Philippe Faure-Brac, President of the

Union de la Sommellerie Française (UDSF) and Best Sommelier of the

World, and Ronan Laborde, President of the Union des Grands Crus de

Bordeaux, proudly announced their partnership for the next ASI Best
Sommelier of the World contest.

The Union des Grands Crus de Bordeaux has been appointed the first
partner of this major event in the wine industry, which will take place

in Paris in 2022 (subject to amendment). The Union des Grands Crus de

Bordeaux will thus be officially helping the Union de la Sommellerie

Française and all sommeliers in a bid to welcome candidates and

delegations in the best possible conditions.

The Union des Grands Crus de Bordeaux will focus in particular on young

sommeliers and hospitality students, offering them an inspiring

experience in the run-up to and during the contest, and promoting the

values shared by members of both organisations, namely know-how,

passion, and the constant desire to innovate.

Co-organised by the Association de la Sommellerie Internationale (ASI)

and the local sommelier association in the host country, the ASI Best
Sommelier of the World contest awards the title of Best Sommelier of
the World following four days of high-level challenges. The last

competition was held in Antwerp in March 2019. The next contest will

naturally be orchestrated by the Union de la Sommellerie Française

(UDSF).

The candidates (66 in 2019, representing 63 countries), are tested on their

knowledge of wine, spirits, and other drinks, their hospitality and service

skills, as well as their ability to offer advice and create memorable

experiences for customers.
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The build-up to the final is filled with highlights, including the selection of

national candidates in each country and the gradual announcement of

sites chosen for the competition week, with emphasis on promoting the

event to as many people as possible. The final takes place in a public

auditorium and is broadcast live around the world. 

The sommelier is an ambassador for wine producers and purveyor of

experiences. During the ASI Best Sommelier of the World contest, held in

Paris, France and the excellence of its wine producers and sommeliers will

also be showcased to the rest of the world.
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ABOUT THE UGCB
The UGCB is responsible for promoting Bordeaux Grands Crus. This

association brings together over 130 Châteaux from the region’s finest

terroirs and organises around sixty events a year worldwide. En Primeur

Week, the Weekend des Grands Crus, and various events abroad provide

the opportunity for consumers and producers to meet each other and

share their passion. The UGCB also offers targeted training programmes to

perfect people’s knowledge of grands crus. It is committed to meeting

sommelier students, and forging close, long-term ties with ambassadors.

The UGCB is delighted to strengthen these relations by helping the UDSF

organise the ASI Best Sommelier of the World contest in France.

Press contact : Cécile Lenne - clenne@painvincompany.com

ABOUT THE UDSF
Established in 1969, the Union de la Sommellerie Française brings together

sommeliers (1,400 members in 2020) from 21 regional associations. It aims

to showcase French gastronomy via the excellence of the sommelier

industry. The Union de la Sommellerie Française thus supports training,

facilitates access to the sommelier industry and nurtures bonds between

sommeliers and restaurateurs. It also provides consumer feedback to help

producers and, last but not least, puts the sommelier industry in the

spotlight by organizing high-profile official contests, including the Best

Sommelier of France contest, the Best Young Sommelier of France

contest, the “Un des Meilleurs Ouvriers de France” contest (Sommelier

category).

Contact : Philippe Faure-Brac - President of the UDSF, +33 (0)6 07 76 06 58
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ABOUT THE ASI
The Association de la Sommellerie Internationale (ASI) is a non-profit

organization founded in Reims on June 3rd and 4th, 1969. Its objectives

are, first, to bring together the national sommelier associations, 62 actually,

a single one per country represented by a duly elected president; and to

encourage their creation where they do not exist yet. Second, ASI

participates in all types of events related to wine, spirits and other

beverages, and can take all the necessary initiatives to directly or indirectly

promote the promotion of the sommelier profession, consumer education

and vocational training while ensuring the defense of the ethics of the

sommelier profession. Since its inception, the association has promoted

the profession and its members by organising for example continental and

global contests as well as a professional certification.

Contact : info@asi.info


